
  

 

NYS Appellate Division Law Library E-Legal News  

Part II: Cloud Computing Advantages  

    The major advantages of cloud computing are       

efficiency and access. Cloud-based software systems 

are often considered to be more efficient because the 

software no longer needs to be installed on every    

device that needs to use them. For example, take the 

popular word-processing software, Microsoft Word. 

Currently, if you have twenty people in an office that 

need to do word processing, you’d have to install (and 

pay for) twenty instances of Microsoft Word, one for 

each computer that will use it. When it 

comes time to update that software, 

all twenty instances would have to 

be updated. Let’s say that       

instead, your office subscribes to          

Microsoft Office 365, a         

“cloud-based” word processing 

application. In this case, there is no 

software to install or maintain. The        

software application “lives” out on a server run by  

Microsoft, which all twenty people can connect to via 

a web browser. When Microsoft updates the software, 

they do so once on the server, and users can take     

advantage of those updates immediately. There is no 

longer the need for IT staff to update the software on 

each individual computer since the software is never 

actually installed on those computers; the computers 

simply connect to the software through the Internet. In 

addition, the work product created using that software 

can also be stored online (or “in the cloud,” if you   

prefer.)  Instead of being stored locally on each user’s 

computer, the files can be saved to storage space     

offered by the software provider, in this case             

 

 

Microsoft. If desired, this allows an employee to     

access not only his or her own documents, but also the 

documents of other employees as well. Currently, most 

organizations provide this capability through the use of 

an internal storage server. However, by utilizing     

web-based (or “cloud-based”) storage options, there is 

no longer the need for IT staff to manage an internal 

storage server. As you can imagine, it is these types of 

cost-savings benefits—reduced hardware and software 

costs, reduced IT staff time, and increased 

efficiency—that are driving the current 

buzz surrounding the concept of cloud   

computing.                                                                  

 

 

  

*Click here to read Part I of Cloud Computing                                          
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 The American Bar Association publishes a delightful series of books on the passions and    
pastimes of lawyers as they intersect the law. Starting with the Little Green Book of Golf Law in 2007, 
each volume takes a lighthearted look at the case law, history, and background information of topics 
such as wine, baseball, and movies. The case studies in each book illustrate the legal issues              
surrounding each industry or hobby. One chapter of the Little Book of Boating Law, for instance, uses 
a case involving a boat operator’s liability while assisting a distressed swimmer whose trunks become      
entangled in (and shredded by) the propeller. They’re fun while being informative. 
 
 The books differ somewhat in presentation and style. The first three have color designations   
in their titles (green for golf, red for wine, white for baseball). Several use tongue in cheek text          
subdivisions like reel, inning, or hole rather than chapter. A sprinkling of celebrity written forwards 
include the general counsel of Starbucks appropriately introducing the volume on coffee law. The  
Little Book of Movie Law, at 447 pages, isn’t exactly small. It deserves some leeway, though, since    
it covers the Edison patent cases up through litigation in modern day movie making.   
 
 Quirky fun facts shared in the Little Books series are as captivating as the case law. Coffee 
aficionados will enjoy the origin legend of the Abyssinian goatherd. Those obsessed with golf might 
understand why James II of Scotland banned it in 1457 as interfering with archery practice. Ice cream, 
the perennial summer treat, is generally credited as a Chinese discovery from around 3000 BCE. 
 
 Food is the star of the Little Book of Foodie Law, which includes an entertaining timeline of 
food beginning with “fire” circa 125,000 BCE.*  Each chapter contains recipes relevant to the case 
under discussion. After reading about the legalities of poisonous mushrooms you can try your hand   
at making cream of mushroom soup (poison optional). The chapter on frozen dessert monopolies      
contains a choice of coconut cream, pumpkin, or chess pie recipes. Yum. 
 
 Upcoming additions to the series include the law of music, fashion, basketball, and BBQ.  
Who says the law has no sense of humor? 
 
 
 

*Click here to view a slide show and brief synopsis on some of the Little Book Law Series 
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Bioinformatics law : legal issues for computational biology in the 
post-genome era / Jorge L. Contreras and A. James Cuticchia,
(Eds.). KF 3133 B56 B57 2013 
 

Synopsis: A map of the human genome sequence has existed for a 
decade now. The resulting explosion of data and research has 
brought with it fascinating legal questions. In this volume experts in 
the fields of bioethics and law address topics such as the privacy, 
ownership, and patentability of genes. Software, including open 
source, is discussed in terms of development, patents, and licensing.  
In the arena of medical research there are questions of informed 
consent, DNA databanks, and governmental public health            
surveillance. It’s a legal and biological brave new world. 

 

The Cybersleuth’s Guide to the Internet: Conducting Effective Free Investigative & Legal Research on the 
Web / Carole Levitt and Mark Rosch KF 242 .A1 L48 2012 

The Fine Print: How Big Companies Use “Plain English” to Rob You Blind / David C. Johnston                      
KF 9351 J64 2012 

Social Media as Evidence: Cases, Practice Pointers, and Techniques / Joshua Briones and Ana Tagvoryan     
KF 8947.5 B75 2013  

Synopsis: Most trial witnesses in today’s world have left an electronic trail for attorneys to follow. This book 
covers the basics on how to use data from social media as evidence in a civil action. Included are practice 
pointers and appendices with sample interrogatories, depositions, and jury instructions. 
 

Justice Curtis in the Civil War Era: at the Crossroads of American Constitutionalism / Stuart Streichler          
KF 4541 S77 2005   

Synopsis: Little is known about Justice Curtis and yet he is said to be the first one to have had a formal legal 
education, having graduated from Harvard Law School in 1831. He practiced law, became a legislator, and 
later an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court. In 1857, the Supreme Court ruled in Dred Scott v. Stanford 
(60 US 393) that the framers of the Constitution did not consider African Americans to be citizens and thus not 
protected by it. Justice Curtis strongly disagreed with the majority opinion and wrote his own dissenting opin-
ion. Six months after the Dred Scott case, he resigned on a matter of principle. 

 
 
*Click here for 2013 New Book List* Appellate Division Law Library Blog 

     Check out our new blog! The blog is another place to 

keep informed about new happenings at the library,      
including staff projects, new services and resources, and 
even the fun events happening in our East End     

neighborhood.  

      While you’re there, feel free to leave a comment!  We’d 

love to hear what you think.                                                    

                                                 *Click here to visit the blog 

http://www.nycourts.gov/library/ad4/datas/newbklst.pdf�
http://ad4lawlibrary.blogspot.com/�
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Please be considerate of others 

and place your cellular phones/

electronic devices on silent or    

vibrate.  
 

Thank you from the Law Library! 

 

Library Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm. 

NO Evening Hours!  
 

Holiday/Observance Closings: 
Monday, September 2nd  (Labor Day)   Monday, October 14th  (Columbus Day) Tuesday, November 5th  (Election Day) Monday, November 11th  (Veteran’s Day) 

Thursday, November 28th (Thanksgiving Day) 
Wednesday, December 25th (Christmas Day)       

 

If you have questions, comments or to 

remove your name from our mailing 

list send an email to Yolanda Johnson 

at yjjohnso@nycourts.gov  

Copy Cards 

Copy Cards cost $
1.00 and  copies 

with
 th

e card are $.10. each. T
he 

same copy card can be used at 7
th 

 

Library Directory 

Circulation Desk (585)530-3250 

Reference Desk (585)530-3251 

Interlibrary Services (585)530-3254 

Administrative Office (585)530-3252 
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N Y S  A p p e l l a t e  D i v i s i o n   
L a w  L i b r a r y  
M .  D o l o r e s  D e n m a n  C o u r t h o u s e  
5 0  E a s t  A v e n u e ,  S t e . 1 0 0  
R o c h e s t e r ,  N Y  1 4 6 0 4  
 

 

C i r c u l a t i o n  D e s k        ( 5 8 5 ) 5 3 0 - 3 2 5 0  
R e f e r e n c e  D e s k           ( 5 8 5 ) 5 3 0 - 3 2 5 1  
I n t e r l i b r a r y  S e r v i c e s   ( 5 8 5 ) 5 3 0 - 3 2 5 4  
 

www.nycourts.gov/library/ad4 
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